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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the benefit of: (i) U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 60/286,259, filed April 24, 2001, and entitled "METHOD AND 
SYSTEM FOR INFORMATION RETRIEVAL BASED ON MENU 
SELECTIONS," which is hereby incorporated by reference herein; and (ii) 
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/254,298, filed December 8, 2000, and 
entitled "NATURAL QUERY INTERFACE BASED ON CONCEPT 
SELECTION," which is hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

[0002] The invention relates generally to information retrieval and, more 
particularly, to approaches for information retrieval. 
Description of the Related Art 

[0003] The information age has led to an environment where information 
access is becoming increasingly important. Various challenges result from so 
many people accessing information. Further exacerbating the challenges, 
business entities (such as corporations) typically have their information in 
many different formats, and different people with different skill sets access 
the information using different information devices. The information devices 
can be wired or wireless. Currently, more and more people are trying to get 
access to information through wireless means. 

[0004] Information devices, e.g., information appliances, can access 
information through various different types of user interfaces. The most 
common type of user interface is a keypad that is integral with the 
information device. Such keypads for portable information devices are 
typically reduced-size keypads that allow for the entry of individual 
alphanumeric characters (i.e., 0-9, A-Z, *, #). Text entry is particularly 
tedious with reduced-size keyboards because each button is not only 
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physically small but also ambiguous and thus requires that the user enter 
multiple key presses to precisely identify each character to be entered. 
[0005] Another type of user interface relies on voice recognition to 
receive user input. Presently, voice recognition is not mature enough for 
pervasive use. In addition, voice recognition approaches are not appropriate 
for many applications or situations. Still another type of user interface relies 
on handwriting recognition. For example, certain personal digital assistants 
use handwriting as a user interface. This can be a versatile approach. 
However, such technologies are not so well developed as to allow one to 
write quickly, while still accurately recognizing the handwriting. 
[0006] Yet still another type of user interface uses one or a series of 
predetermined menus that a user interacts with to make selections using a 
pointing mechanism or using data entry keys or buttons. For example, NTT 
DoCoMo of Japan has been quite successful with a mobile telephone that 
uses such a user interface for wireless Internet access. Typically, out of a 
user menu of a fixed number of choices, a user selects one. For example, a 
pull-down menu can be displayed, and the user can select one element out 
of the menu being displayed. Additional detailed menus can further refine 
the user's choice. In general, this type of user interface is inflexible and 
offers only a limited number of choices. For example, there may be seven 
top level choices, each with a limited number of sub-choices. Once you pick 
one of the sub-choices, you may be directed to receive a webpage by 
wireless means. The menus utilized are static and lack intelligence. As a 
result, conventional user interfaces that use menus are not suitable for 
general information access. 

[0007] It should have been apparent from the foregoing that there is a 
need for improved approaches to access information from information 
appliances. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The present invention pertains to improved approaches to access 
information. In one embodiment, the approaches permit access to information 
through user interaction with a series of menus. The menus within the series 
of menus can be interrelated and contain words or phrases. A phrase, 
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sentence or question can be constructed from the user interaction with the 
series of menus. The resulting phrase, sentence or question can be 
processed to access and retrieve appropriate information. The inventive 
approaches avoid the need for users to enter words or text characters through 
tedious and frustrating use of a keypad (particularly when reduced in size). 

[0009] The invention can be implemented in numerous ways including, a 
method, system, apparatus, device, and a computer readable medium. Several 
embodiments of the invention are discussed below. 

[0010] As a method for formulation of queries for use in accessing 
information from a knowledge base, one embodiment of the invention 
includes at least the operations of: displaying a first menu list of words or 
phrases; receiving a first selection of at least one of the words or phrases in 
the first menu list; and obtaining a second menu list of words or phrases 
based on the first selection of at least one of the words or phrases in the first 
menu list. 

[0011] As a method for facilitating user input in a mobile computing 
device having a display and at least one user input button, one embodiment 
of the invention includes at least the operations of: receiving a series of user 
word or phrase menu selections, the series of user word or phrase menu 
selections being associated with a series of menus that are presented on the 
display; and constructing one or more phrases, sentences or questions from 
the series of user word or phrase menu selections. 

[0012] As a method for retrieving information from a knowledge base for 
a user, one embodiment of the invention includes at least the operations of: 
constructing a natural language query from a series of user word or phrase 
menu selections, the series of user word or phrase menu selections being 
associated with a series of menus that are presented to the user; processing 
the natural language query to obtain a response from the knowledge base; 
and displaying the response the user. 

[0013] As a method for retrieving pertinent information from a data source 
for a user, one embodiment of the invention includes at least the operations 
of: displaying an initial menu of words or phrases; receiving an initial user 
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menu selection of at least one of the words or phrases of the initial menu; 
obtaining a subsequent menu of words or phrases based on the initial user 
menu selection; displaying the subsequent menu of words or phrases; 
receiving a subsequent user menu selection of at least one of the words or 
phrases of the subsequent menu; displaying an initial query in accordance 
with at least the subsequent user menu selection; determining whether 
additional user menu selections are desired or needed; repeating the 
obtaining operation through the displaying operation until the determining 
operation determines that no additional user menu selections are desired or 
needed, wherein an updated query is displayed by the displaying operation 
in accordance with at least the plurality of the subsequent user menu 
selections; obtaining a response to the updated query; and presenting the 
response to the user. 

[0014] As a computer readable medium including at least computer 
program code for composing phrases, sentences or questions, one 
embodiment of the invention comprises: computer program code for 
displaying a first menu list of words or phrases; computer program code for 
receiving a first selection of at least one of the words or phrases in the first 
menu list; and computer program code for obtaining a second menu list of 
words or phrases based on the first selection of at least one of the words or 
phrases in the first menu list. 

[0015] Other aspects and advantages of the present invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description, which, when taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, illustrates by way of 
example the principles of the invention. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] The invention will be readily understood by the following detailed 
description in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein like 
reference numerals designate like structural elements, and in which: 
[0017] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a wireless knowledge retrieval system 
according to one embodiment of the invention; 
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[0018] FIG. 2A is a diagram of one embodiment of a wireless client 
device suitable for use with the present invention; 

[0019] FIG. 2B is a block diagram of a wireless client architecture suitable 
for use with a wireless client device; 

[0020] FIG. 3A is a basic flow diagram of menu-based input processing 
according to one embodiment of the invention; 

[0021] FIG. 3B is a flow diagram of information retrieval processing 
according to one embodiment of the invention; 
[0022] FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of menu-based input processing 
according to one embodiment of the invention; 

[0023] FIGs. 5A and 5B are flow diagrams of Constructed Query (CQ) 
builder client processing according to one embodiment of the invention; 
[0024] FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of CQ server processing according to one 
embodiment of the invention; 

[0025] FIGs. 7A-7M pertain to a series of menus or windows that can be 
presented on a display in accordance with one exemplary embodiment of the 
invention; 

[0026] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a menu producing system according 
to one embodiment of the invention; and 

[0027] FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a wireless knowledge retrieval system 
according to another embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0028] The invention pertains to improved approaches to access 
information. In one embodiment, the approaches permit access to information 
through user interaction with a series of menus. The menus within the series 
of menus can be interrelated and contain words or phrases. A phrase, 
sentence or question can be constructed from the user interaction with the 
series of menus. The resulting phrase, sentence or question can be 
processed to access and retrieve appropriate information. The inventive 
approaches avoid the need for users to enter words or text characters through 
tedious and frustrating use of a keypad (particularly when reduced in size). 
[0029] In another embodiment, the series of menus are sequentially 
presented on a display screen of an information appliance. As each user 
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selection is made from menu items being displayed, the phrase, sentence or 
question being formed can be updated to reflect the word or phrase 
corresponding to the user selection. The invention provides a flexible, general 
purpose way for users to easily access large amounts of information. 
[0030] The inventive approaches are particularly well suited for use on 
information devices, namely, devices that access information locally or 
remotely. Often, the information devices are mobile or wireless devices and 
thus can be referred to as mobile computing devices or wireless client devices. 
Examples of information devices are numerous, including: Personal Digital 
Assistants (PDAs), mobile telephones, wearable computers, hand-held 
computers, etc. 

[0031] Embodiments of this aspect of the invention are discussed below 
with reference to FIGs. 1-9. However, those skilled in the art will readily 
appreciate that the detailed description, given herein with respect to these 
figures is for explanatory purposes as the invention extends beyond these 
limited embodiments. 

[0032] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a wireless knowledge retrieval system 
100 according to one embodiment of the invention. The wireless knowledge 
retrieval system 100 enables a plurality of client devices 102 to access a 
remotely located knowledge base 104 (database). The client devices 102 
are generally wireless or mobile computing devices, such as mobile 
telephones, Personal Digital Assistants, hand-held computers, etc. 

[0033] More specifically, a user, through interaction with the client device 
102, can make selections of words or phrases to construct a sentence, 
phrase or question. The resulting phrase, sentence or question can then be 
wirelessly transmitted to a wireless service provider (or wireless gateway) 
106. The wireless service provider 106 receives the phrase, sentence or 
question and forwards it to an interactive server 108 via a data network 110. 
As an example, the data network can comprise the Internet. The interactive 
server 108 processes the phrase, sentence or question to yield a knowledge 
base query. The knowledge base query is then executed to locate and 
retrieve requested information from the knowledge base 104. The 
interactive server 108 then produces a response including the retrieved 
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knowledge (information) from the knowledge base 104. The response is 
then directed back to the requesting client device 102 via the data network 
110 and the wireless service provider 106. 

[0034] The phrase, sentence or question that is formed at the client 
device 102 can be formed through use of a series of menus. The series of 
menus enable users of the client device 102 to efficiently author phrases, 
sentences or questions. These phrases, sentences or questions are also 
referred to herein as constructed queries (CQ). In one embodiment, the 
constructed queries (CQ) can have a natural language format. 

[0035] According to one embodiment of the invention, a menu-driven 
approach is utilized to support efficient end-user authorship of application- 
specific strings of words, phrases, or sentences to enable more efficient 
human language-based communication with computing devices such as 
wireless computing devices. In other words, a user at the client device 1 02 
is able to construct a phrase, sentence or question without entering each 
character of each word, which is particularly tedious on small scale 
computing devices that include only small keypads (or keyboards). Instead, 
according to one embodiment of the invention, the user interacts with menus 
to select words or phrases that are appropriate given the context of the 
application, prior menu selections, and/or user preferences. 

[0036] Although the client devices 102 illustrated in FIG. 1 can take many 
forms, configurations and purposes, FIG. 2A is a diagram of one 
embodiment of a wireless client device 200 suitable for use with the present 
invention. The wireless client device 200 includes a display 202 for 
displaying text and/or graphics to a user of the wireless client device 200, a 
set of navigation keys 204, buttons 206 and 208, and an antenna 210. The 
various menus (or windows) utilized in forming a phrase, sentence or 
question are presented on the display 202 of the wireless client device 200. 
The menus or windows utilized can take many different forms. FIGs. 7A-7M, 
which are discussed below, pertain to a series of menus or windows that can 
be presented on the display 202 in accordance with one exemplary 
embodiment of the invention. 
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[0037] Once a menu is displayed, the user of the wireless client device 
200 can then interact with the wireless client device 200 to select one of the 
items listed within the displayed menu. Here, the user can interact with the 
wireless client device 200 in a variety of ways. As an example, the user can 
navigate through the items listed in the menus being displayed using the 
navigation keys 204 and then make a selection using buttons 206 or 208. 
The buttons 206 or 208 can have a fixed function. For example, the button 
208 can pertain to an enter or select button. Alternatively, the buttons 206 
and 208 can be referred to as "soft" buttons because their function can vary 
with application. As another alternative, the display 202 could allow for 
touch-screen or stylus-screen entry of selections as is well known in the art. 
As yet another alternative, voice commands could be recognized by the 
wireless client device 200 and used to navigate through and select items 
from the menus. Although not shown in FIG. 2A, the wireless client device 
200 can optionally include a keypad, namely a reduced-size keypad for 
alphanumeric inputs. 

[0038] FIG. 2B is a block diagram of a wireless client architecture 250 
suitable for use with a wireless client device, such as the client device 102 
illustrated in FIG. 1 or the wireless client device 200 illustrated in FIG. 2A. 
However, it should be recognized that various different architectures can be 
used by the client device 102 or the wireless client device 200. 

[0039] The wireless client architecture 250 includes a processor 252 (also 
referred to as a central processing unit or a microcontroller) that interacts 
with a display controller 254 to produce text and/or graphics on a display 
256. In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the wireless 
client architecture 250 includes a menu data store 258 (database) that stores 
a hierarchy of menus that can be displayed on the display 256 such that a 
user can interact with an input device 260 to make selections from the 
menus. The menus can be predefined or dynamically determined. The 
input device 260 can, for example, be a keypad (namely, a reduced-size 
keypad), a navigation and/or select button, or a pointing device. These 
selections are then used in formulating phrases, sentences or questions. 
The wireless client architecture 250 also includes a memory 262. The 
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memory 262 can provide volatile data storage and/or non-volatile data 
storage. Non-volatile data storage is typically used to store user preferences 
and computer program code to be executed by the processor 252. Volatile 
data storage is typically provided for use by the processor 252, the display 
controller 254, or a wireless communication controller 264. The wireless 
communication controller 264 couples to a wireless network over a wireless 
link 266. The wireless communication controller 264 allows data to be 
transmitted between the wireless client architecture 250 and other remotely 
located computing devices (e.g., wireless service provider 106). 

[0040] This invention can also facilitate the dynamic creation of the 
menus by retrieving the appropriate menu items for a next menu from a 
menu data store (e.g., database or knowledge base). Still further, the menu 
data store, and thus the menu items stored therein, can be stored locally on 
a client device or remotely on a server device. In one embodiment, the 
menu data store is a menu database that stores the concepts and menu 
items for the various menus. For example, the menu database can be the 
menu database 258 illustrated in FIG. 2B. In other embodiment, the menu 
data store can be a separate database or can be combined with a content 
database or knowledge base. 

[0041] FIG. 3A is a basic flow diagram of menu-based input processing 
300 according to one embodiment of the invention. The menu-based input 
processing 300 is, for example, performed on the client device 102 illustrated 
in FIG. 1 or the wireless client device 200 illustrated in FIG. 2A. The menu- 
based input processing 300 can also be performed on a server device, such 
as the interactive server 108 illustrated in FIG. 1 . 

[0042] The menu-based input processing 300 initially receives 302 a 
series of user word or phrase menu selections. Typically, a user of a client 
device would be presented with a series of menus containing words or 
phrases, and then the user would make word or phrase selections with 
respect to the menus. After the series of user word or phrase menu 
selections have been received 302, one or more phrases, sentences or 
questions can be constructed 304 from the series of user word or phrase 
menu selections. 
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[0043] FIG. 3B is a flow diagram of information retrieval processing 350 
according to one embodiment of the invention. The information retrieval 
processing 300 can be performed on a client device or server device, or a 
combination of both. 

[0044] The information retrieval processing 350 initially constructs 352 a 
query (CQ) from multiple user word or phrase menu selections. Through 
intelligent creation and presentation of menus, a user is able to interact with 
a series of menus to make the word or phrase selections. These selections 
are then used to construct 352 the CQ. Next, the CQ is processed 354 to 
obtain a response. Typically, the processing 354 of the CQ corresponds to 
obtaining information responsive to the CQ. In one embodiment, the CQ is 
converted into a knowledge-based query (e.g., Structured Query Language 
(SQL) query) and then executed on a knowledge base to retrieve information 
pertinent to the CQ. The retrieved information is then utilized in producing 
the response. Once the response has been obtained, the response is 
displayed 356. Typically, the response is displayed to the user that initially 
requested the information associated with the response. For example, the 
response would be displayed 356 to the user that made the menu selections 
that yielded the CQ. However, it should be noted that, if desired, the 
response could be delivered to a different destination. 

[0045] FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of menu-based input processing 400 
according to one embodiment of the invention. The menu-based input 
processing 400 can, for example, represent a more specific implementation 
of the menu-based input processing 300 illustrated in FIG. 3A or can 
represent one implementation of the construction operation 352 of the 
information retrieval processing 350 illustrated in FIG. 3B. 

[0046] The menu-based input processing 400 initially displays 402 a first 
menu list of words or phrases. Here, the first menu list is displayed to a user 
via a display, such as the display 202 illustrated in FIG. 2A. Next, a first 
selection is received 404 from the first menu list. Here, the first menu list 
contains a plurality of items from which a user can make a selection. The 
first selection pertains to a user's selection of one of the items from the first 
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menu list. The user is able to make such selections through use of an input 
means, such as the input device 260 illustrated in FIG. 2B. 

[0047] After the first selection has been received 404, a second menu list 
of words or phrases is obtained 406 based on the first selection. In other 
words, the entries within the second menu list, namely its words or phrases, 
are chosen dependent upon the entry within the first menu list that was 
selected as the first selection. The second menu list is then displayed 408. 
After the second menu list has been displayed 408, a second selection from 
the second menu list is received 410. Here, the user selects one of the 
items from the second menu list being displayed as the second selection. 
Thereafter, a phrase, sentence or question is formulated 412 from at least 
the first and second selections. The phrase, sentence or question can have 
a natural language format. Here, in general, the first and second selections 
are used within the phrase, sentence or question that is formulated 412. 
Other words or phrases may also be added such that the phrase, sentence 
or question can be generally grammatically and logically correct. The 
invention can facilitate the creation or formulation of complex sentences, 
questions or natural language queries and a series of menus and menu 
selections can be utilized to produce the same. Hence, the invention is not 
limited to the simplified situation in which only first and/or second menu lists 
are utilized as shown in FIG. 4. 

[0048] FIGs. 5A and 5B are flow diagrams of a Constructed Query (CQ) 
builder client processing 500 according to one embodiment of the invention. 
The CQ builder client processing 500 can build a CQ and execute or process 
the CQ to acquire responsive information. The CQ builder client processing 
500 is, for example, performed by a client device, such as the client device 
102 illustrated in FIG. 1. 

[0049] The CQ builder client processing 500 initially displays 502 an initial 
menu of words or phrases. Here, the initial menu is displayed on a display 
associated with the client device. In one embodiment, the words or phrases 
for the initial menu can pertain to concepts. The concepts can provide a 
context for which the CQ will be derived from subsequent menu selections. 
Next, a decision 504 determines whether a user selection has been 
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received. When the decision 504 determines that a user selection has not 
yet been received, the CQ builder client processing 500 awaits such a 
selection. Once the decision 504 determines that a user selection has been 
received, a next menu of words or phrases is obtained 506 based on the 
user selection. In other words, the user makes a selection with respect to a 
current menu and that selection is used in obtaining the appropriate words or 
phrases for the next menu. The next menu is then displayed 508. 

[0050] Next, a decision 51 0 determines whether a user selection has 
been made with respect to the next menu that is being displayed 508. When 
the decision 510 determines that a user selection has not yet been made, 
the CQ builder client processing 500 awaits such a selection. On the other 
hand, when the decision 510 determines that a user selection with respect to 
the next menu has been made, then a decision 512 determines whether the 
user selection is a submit request. The submit request is a request by the 
user to submit the CQ such that information associated with the CQ can be 
returned. 

[0051] When the decision 512 determines that the user selection is not a 
submit request, then the CQ can also be displayed 514. Here, the portion of 
the CQ formed so far through prior user selections is displayed 514. This 
allows a user to visually see the CQ being created piece by piece as each 
menu selection is made. Hence, with subsequent menu selections, the CQ 
being displayed is updated 514. Following the operation 514, the CQ builder 
client processing 500 returns to repeat the operation 506 and subsequent 
operations so that additional menus can be presented to users who make 
additional menu selections which are used to further update the CQ. 

[0052] Alternatively, when the decision 512 determines that the user 
selection is a submit request, the CQ builder client processing 500 
understands that the CQ is completed and should now be processed. In this 
regard, a CQ request is transmitted 516 to an interactive server. The 
interactive server can, for example, be the interactive server 108 illustrated 
in FIG. 1 . The CQ request is then processed at the interactive server to 
acquire the requested information and then to return a response. Hence, 
following the operation 516, the CQ builder client processing 500 awaits a 
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response from the interactive server. A decision 51 8 thus determines 
whether a response has been received. When the decision 518 determines 
that a response has not yet been received, then the CQ builder client 
processing 500 awaits such a response. Once the decision 51 8 determines 
that a response has been received, then the response is displayed 520. 
Here, for example, the response can be displayed on the display of the client 
device. For example, the response can be displayed on the display 202 of 
the client device 200 illustrated in FIG. 2A. 

[0053] According to one embodiment, the CQ request that is transmitted 
516 to the interactive server is a request for a response to the CQ that has 
been built. The format of the request can vary. In one implementation, such 
as contemplated by FIG. 5B, the CQ request is a request which sends the 
CQ to the interactive server. In another implementation, the CQ is 
processed at the client device to produce a query (e.g., SQL format) which is 
then sent to the interactive server as or with a request. In any case, the 
request can utilize any of a variety of protocols, such as HyperText Transfer 
Protocol (HTTP), Wireless Application Protocol (WAP), etc. 
[0054] FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of CQ server processing 600 according to 
one embodiment of the invention. The CQ server processing 600 is, for 
example, performed by a server, such as the interactive server 108 
illustrated in FIG. 1 . The CQ server processing 600 interacts with the 
operations 516 and 518 of the CQ builder client processing 500 illustrated in 
FIG. 5B. 

[0055] The CQ server processing 600 can begin with a decision 602 that 
determines whether a CQ request has been received. Here, the CQ server 
processing 600 is awaiting a CQ request from a client device. When the 
decision 602 determines that a CQ request has not yet been received from a 
client device, the CQ server processing 600 awaits such a CQ request. On 
the other hand, when the decision 602 determines that a CQ request has 
been received, the CQ provided with or accompanying the CQ request can 
be converted 604 into a knowledge base query. The CQ request includes a 
CQ as well as network transportation information as required by a 
communication protocol. Next, information is retrieved 606 from a 



Att. Dkt. No.: PROQP004 



13 



knowledge base in accordance with the knowledge base query, in other 
words, the knowledge base query is executed or processed with respect to a 
knowledge base so that the appropriate information can be retrieved 
therefrom. The knowledge base can, for example, pertain to the knowledge 
base 104 illustrated in FIG. 1. Next, a response is formulated 608 from the 
information that was retrieved 606 from the knowledge base. The response 
can be packaged or configured in an appropriate manner for the one or more 
networks, wired or wireless, that the response traverses in reaching the 
client. Typically, the response configures to a network protocol or to a type 
of client device. After the response is formulated 608, the response is 
transmitted 610 to the client. 

[0056] FIGs. 7A-7M pertain to a series of menus or windows that can be 
presented on a display in accordance with one exemplary embodiment of the 
invention. 

[0057] FIG. 7A illustrates a first menu 700 and a CQ window 702 
presented on a display screen 701 of a computing device (e.g., client 
device). The first menu 700 contains a list of items from which a user may 
make a selection. In this example, the items in the first menu 700 pertain to 
concepts or contexts for creating a CQ. At this point, the CQ window 702 is 
empty because no selections from any menus have been made. 

[0058] FIG. 7B illustrates the CQ window 702 and the first menu 700 as 
shown in FIG. 7A after a user has made a first selection 704. In this 
example, the user is designating the concept "Airline" as the first selection 
704. 

[0059] FIG. 7C illustrates the CQ window 702 and a second menu 706. 
The items within the second menu 706 have some association to the 
concept or item of the first selection 704. The items within the second menu 
706 are also suitable initial phrases to begin the CQ being formed. 

[0060] FIG. 7D illustrates the CQ window 702 and the second menu 706 
as illustrated in FIG. 7C when the user is making a second selection 708. In 
this example, the user has selected the phrase "I'd like to" as the second 
selection 708. In this example, the second selection 708 forms an initial part 
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of the CQ being built. Consequently, the CQ window 702 displays the 
phrase "I'd like to" after the user has made the second selection 708. 

[0061] FIG. 7E illustrates the CQ window 702 and a third menu 710. The 
third menu 710 contains items that are associated with the second selection 
708. Recall, in this example, the second selection indicated that the user 
liked to do something, and thus the items in the third menu 710 pertain to 
those things that the user would typically like to do, given the context 
provided by the first selection 704. 

[0062] FIG. 7F illustrates the CQ window 702 and the third menu 710 
when the user is making a third selection 712. In this example, the third 
selection pertains to the word "fly". Hence, the CQ being displayed in the 
CQ window 702 is updated to further include the word "fly". Accordingly, the 
updated CQ now being displayed in the CQ window 702 is "I'd like to fly". 

[0063] FIG. 7G illustrates the CQ window 702 and a fourth menu 714. 
The fourth menu 714 contains a series of items that are associated with the 
third selection 712. Typically, the items in the fourth menu 714 also are 
relevant given the context of the CQ set by the first selection 704. Here, in 
this example, the fourth menu 714 contains a list of destination cities from 
which the user would likely prefer to fly from. In FIG. 7G, the fourth menu 
714 is displayed over a portion of the third menu 710 which continues to be 
displayed. Hence, the fourth menu 714 can overlap or cascade from some 
or all of the third menu 710. By continuing to display at least a portion of the 
third menu 710, the user may be able to more easily recall the state of the 
CQ as now formed. 

[0064] FIG. 7H illustrates the CQ window 702 and the fourth menu 714 
displayed after the user has made a fourth selection 716. Here, in this 
example, the user has selected the city "San Francisco" as the fourth 
selection 716. As a result, the CQ being displayed in the CQ window 702 is 
updated to reference "San Francisco". Additionally, a fifth menu 718 can 
also be displayed. As illustrated in FIG. 7H, the fifth menu 718 can be 
displayed on the display while the third menu 710 and the fourth menu 714 
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remain displayed, though such is not necessary. The fifth menu 718 
contains a list of destination cities where the user is likely to fly to. 

[0065] FIG. 71 illustrates the CQ window 702 and the fifth menu 718 as 
the user is making a fifth selection 720. Here, the fifth selection 720 pertains 
to the city "New York". 

[0066] FIG. 7J illustrates the CQ window 702 and a sixth menu 722. The 
CQ displayed in the CQ window 702 is updated in accordance with the fifth 
selection 720. The third menu 710, the fourth menu 714 and the fifth menu 
718 are also displayed in FIG. 7J, although such is not necessary. The sixth 
menu 722 lists the two airports in New York City. FIG. 7K illustrates the sixth 
menu 722 as the user is making a sixth selection 724. Here, the sixth 
selection pertains to "La Guardia" which is one of the major airports in New 
York City. The CQ being displayed in the CQ window 702 is also updated to 
now make reference to New York's La Guardia airport. 

[0067] FIG. 7L illustrates the CQ window 702, a seventh menu 726 with a 
seventh selection 728, an eighth menu 730 with an eighth selection 732, a 
ninth menu 734 with a ninth selection 736, a tenth menu 738 with a tenth 
selection 740, and an eleventh menu 742 with an eleventh selection 744. In 
this example, the seventh menu provides a word or phrase (concerning 
departure in this example), the eighth menu 730 provides a month of 
departure, the ninth menu 734 provides a date of departure, the tenth menu 
738 provides a word or phrase that indicates a timeframe for departure, and 
the eleventh menu 742 provides a particular time for departure. 

[0068] FIG. 7M illustrates a display screen 701 , a submit button 746, and 
the CQ window 702 following the eleventh selection 744. Here, in this 
example, the CQ is now complete after the eleventh menu selection. 
Specifically, the CQ is the sentence of "I'd like to fly from San Francisco to 
New York's La Guardia airport and departing on December 28 at or before 
8pm." Besides the CQ window 702, the display screen 701 includes a 
submit button 746. The submit button 746 is a touch or stylus sensitive 
control button or a soft button associated with the computing device. 
Selection of the submit button 746 allows the user to request that the CQ be 
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processed such that information relevant to the CQ is returned. Although the 
submit button 746 is only shown in FIG. 7M, a submit button can likewise 
appear in other of the screens being display in FIGs. 7A - 7M. Alternatively, 
a submit button can be provided as a physical button on the computing 
device. 

[0069] The various menus utilized by the invention can be predetermined 
or dynamically determined. When predetermined, such menus can be 
stored in a database, a knowledge base or some other data store, as noted 
above. Alternatively, when the menus are dynamically generated or 
produced, a menu generator can be utilized. For example, the menu 
generator can be implemented by a database engine, a software program, or 
both. 

[0070] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a menu producing system 800 
according to one embodiment of the invention. The menu producing system 
800 includes a menu generator 802 and a word or phrases database 804. 
The menu generator 802 can receive information about prior menu 
selections as well as information about a user profile associated with the 
user. The menu generator 802 also interacts with the words or phrases 
database 804 to retrieve those words or phrases to be placed in a next 
menu being produced by the menu generator 802. More specifically, the 
menu generator 802 produces a next menu list, which is the list of items 
(e.g., words or phrases) to be listed in the next menu. The items for the next 
menu list are obtained from the words or phrases database 804. In one 
embodiment, the words and phrases can be organized as concepts and 
elements as described in the U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/286,259, 
filed April 24, 2001, and entitled "METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
INFORMATION RETRIEVAL BASED ON MENU SELECTIONS." Each 
menu list can be considered as a concept with its elements. Within a menu 
list, there can be other menu lists. In one embodiment, this is similar to 
within a concept, there can be other concepts. Contents in the menu lists 
can change dynamically, just as the elements within a concept can change 
dynamically, as described in Provisional Application No. 60/254,298. In an 
embodiment, the menu generator 802 selects the appropriate words or 
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phrases for the items of the next menu list from the words or phrases 
database 804 in accordance with one or both of prior menu selections and 
the user profile. In yet another embodiment, prior menu selections can serve 
to bias the words or phrases most suitable for the next menu list, and the 
user profile can be used to bias the words or phrases towards those more 
likely to be used by the user. For example, based on the user profile, he is 
interested in playing soccer. After he has selected entertainment as an item, 
the first item in the next menu list can be soccer. 
[0071] As noted above, the formation of the phrases, sentences or 
questions through menu-driven interaction can be performed in a client- 
server fashion. FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a wireless knowledge retrieval 
system 900 according to another embodiment of the invention. The wireless 
knowledge retrieval system 900 enables a plurality of client devices 902 to 
access a remotely located knowledge base 904. The wireless knowledge 
retrieval system 900 is generally similar to the wireless knowledge retrieval 
system 900 illustrated in FIG. 1, though the formation of the phrase, 
sentence or question is performed on a server machine provided to construct 
such queries. 

[0072] More particularly, a user can interact with the client device 902 to 
request that a query be constructed. This can be initiated by a "make query" 
type selection or by a selection of a concept (which implies the desire to 
create a query). In any case, the request can be forwarded to a wireless 
service provider 906. The wireless service provider 906 can then forward 
the request to a query builder server 908 through a data network 910. As an 
example, the data network 910 can comprise the Internet. The query builder 
server 908 is configured to generate menus suitable for the requesting client 
device 902. Once a menu is generated, the query builder server 908 returns 
a response (including the menu) to the requesting client device 902. In this 
embodiment, the query builder server 908 obtains menu items from the 
knowledge base 904 and sends the menu items (or the menu items 
packaged as a menu) to the requesting client device 902. The menu items 
are displayed to the user at the client device 902. The user then interacts 
with the client device 902 to select one of the menu items. Once a menu 
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item has been selected, a request is sent to the query builder server 908 that 
informs the query server builder 908 of the present menu item selection and 
requests a subsequent menu. The query builder server 908 interacts with 
the knowledge base 904 to produce the menu items for the next menu and 
returns such items to the requesting client device 902. This request and 
response process for the various menus can be repeated until a suitable 
phrase, sentence or question has been created at which point the user at the 
client device 902 submits the phrase, sentence or question to a content 
server for retrieval of the desired information. The wireless knowledge 
retrieval system 900 also includes a content server A coupled to a content 
database A 914 as well as a content server B 916 coupled to a content 
database B 918. Typically, the wireless knowledge retrieval system 900 can 
request that the phrase, sentence or question be processed at any of the 
plurality of different content servers, such as the content server A 912 or the 
content server B 916. 

[0073] Assuming that the phrase, sentence or question has been directed 
to the content server A 912 for processing, the content server A receives the 
phrase, sentence or question and parses or translates that phrase, sentence 
or question into a database query which is used to retrieve content form the 
content database A 914. The resulting content is returned to the client 
device 902 the data network 910 and the wireless service provider 906. At 
the client device 902, the requested content can then be presented to the 
user, such as visually on a display screen or audibly through sound output. 

[0074] With the wireless knowledge retrieval system 900, the client 
device 902 do not need to store the knowledge base or menu data store 
needed to provide the various menus utilized in constructing phrases, 
sentences or questions. Instead, a centralized query builder server, namely 
the query builder server 908, can be utilized by the client devices 902 in 
constructing their phrases, sentences or questions. With centralized 
processing, the updating of the knowledge bases or menu data stores at the 
client devices 902 is not required as only the centralized knowledge base 
904 need be updated. The client device 902 can store some menu items, 
such as the items (e.g., concepts) for initial menus. 
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[0075] It should be noted that the menu items within any particular menu 
need not be in the same language. For example, some of the menu items 
can be in English, while others can be in Chinese. 

[0076] Additionally it should be noted that the menu items can be ordered 
within the menus in accordance with any of a variety of different criteria. For 
example, menu items could be ordered in accordance with a likelihood of 
their being selected. The likelihood could be determined based on user 
preferences and/or user history. 

[0077] Also, in a case in which the menu lists are longer than those able 
to be initially displayed in a display window associated with the menu, 
scrolling can be implemented. The ordered list can be scrolled through the 
display window by the user. It can also scroll automatically and continuously 
until the user stops it. Selection can be done by point and click with a 
pointing device, a stylus, a pen or a finger. Selection can also be 
accomplished by clicking a fixed button when the item to be selected is going 
by a marker or a window (within the display window). All techniques can be 
employed to make it easier and faster for the user to select the desired menu 
items. 

[0078] The client devices or wireless computing devices interacted with 
by users to form the phrase, sentence or questions is often a portable or 
wireless computing device, as noted above. However, it should be noted 
that the client devices can also be within embedded systems or devices 
which maybe immobile or wired. For example, the client devices can be 
embedded in an Internet appliance, television, or a non-portable computer. 

[0079] The client devices can include some sort of pointing mechanism or 
voice recognition mechanism to assist a user in making a selection. In other 
words, the user can use the pointing mechanism to identify and select a menu 
item, or the user may use his voice to select a menu item. For example, the 
user may just say, "Cursor up, down, left or right." When the cursor reaches 
the desired concept, the user may then say, "Enter", and that concept will be 
selected. In yet another embodiment, a voice synthesizer can indicate to the 
user the menu item selected. For example, after the user has selected a menu 
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item (e.g., "Cities"), the voice synthesizer can ask the user, "You have selected 
Cities. Is this correct?" If the user responds affirmatively, the menu item 
"Cities" will be selected. 

[0080] The response to the phrase, sentence or questions can also be 
presented to the user through various means. For example, the response can 
be presented to the user on a display screen or by way of audio output. 

[0081] The phrases, sentences or questions formed by the inventive 
techniques can be used for a variety of purposes. One purpose is to form 
phrases, sentences or questions for information access. Examples of such 
applications include help desk or troubleshooting, electronic or on-line 
searching, and marketing campaigns. Another purpose for the inventive 
approaches is to author electronic messages or instant messages. 
[0082] In one embodiment, the phrase, sentence or question is converted 
into SQL statements. One technique to perform such conversions is 
described in U.S. Patent No. 5,836,771, entitled, "Learning Method and 
System Based on Questioning", which is hereby incorporated by reference. 
A typical sentence formed can be from more than one phrases. For a 
number of the phrases, each can have a corresponding SQL segment. The 
corresponding SQL statement of the sentence can be formed based on the 
corresponding SQL segments. As a side note, some phrases may not have 
a corresponding SQL segment, such as the segment, "I'd like to". In another 
approach, a SQL statement is generated by having a CQ directly link to a 
SQL statement. The SQL statements can then be executed to retrieve the 
desired information (or content) from a knowledge base or content database. 
In another embodiment, the conversion is not to a SQL statement, but the 
answer is generated by direct mapping. For example, the sentence 
generated, such as the sentence shown in FIG. 7M, can be mapped directly 
to an answer. 

[0083] The invention can be implemented with software, hardware, or a 
combination of hardware and software. The invention can also be embodied 
as computer readable code on a computer readable medium. The computer 
readable medium is any data storage device that can store data which can 
thereafter be read by a computer system. Examples of the computer 
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readable medium include read-only memory, random-access memory, CD- 
ROMs, magnetic tape, optical data storage devices, and carrier waves. The 
computer readable medium can also be distributed over a network coupled 
computer systems so that the computer readable code is stored and 
executed in a distributed fashion. 

[0084] The advantages of the invention are numerous. Different 
embodiments or implementations may yield one or more of the following 
advantages. One advantage of the invention is that user interaction with 
small scale computing devices is made less burdensome. Users are thus 
able to enter sentences or questions with relatively little time and motion 
investment (i.e., efficiently). Another advantage of the invention is that users 
can interact with computing devices in a natural language manner, yet need 
not type or write natural language words. Still another advantage of the 
invention is that the invention is generally useful and can be customized to 
application specific environments. Yet still another advantage of the invention 
is that it is very easy to use and does not require lengthy training. 
[0085] The many features and advantages of the present invention are 
apparent from the written description and, thus, it is intended by the 
appended claims to cover all such features and advantages of the invention. 
Further, since numerous modifications and changes will readily occur to 
those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation as illustrated and described. Hence, all suitable 
modifications and equivalents may be resorted to as falling within the scope 
of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
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